Weather hampers the work copy.

to say something meaningful on the day that was in it and oth-
ers just waved us away. Marian Barrins was just one of those
distressed by what she had seen — talking of the many happy
memories in her own family of St. Mel’s in its glory — now
reduced to smoke and ashes. Marian was my English teacher at
Lanesborough Vocational School in the 1980’s — coaching us in
the use of English for the exams at the time and devoting many’s
the additional hour on a Saturday to the task at hand. Her tuition
was always inspired and her dedication to the teaching of the
subject very impressive but today she was in tears and speech-
less after a while. I had never seen her like that before and I was
even more shaken as I watched it again in the editing process that
afternoon for the RTE evening news on Christmas Day.

Those emotional interviews brought home the message to me
for the first time that the scenes of devastation and the feelings
of distress and sadness that we witnessed that morning twelve
months ago were as much to do with the challenge brought by
this inferno to the faith of the people as they were reactive to the
loss of a landmark in the heart of the town — perhaps even more
SO.

In the intervening period since the fire [ have watched like
everybody else outside Longford with a great deal of admira-
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The fire continues to blaze.

tion as the plan to rebuild the Cathedral was floated and then
stabilised. Through our ‘Nationwide’ programme on RTE1 I have
seen the real spirit of the Longford people I know as the com-
munity rallied to turn the sports gym at St. Mel’s College into a
weekend place of prayer and there have been more encouraging
developments surrounding the restoration work that has made it
abundantly clear that St. Mel’s will indeed rise from the ashes in
due course.

It was built, as we know in the face of adversity — during
times when the faith of the Irish people was certainly challenged
and their very survival put under threat. Now in 2011 the people
of Ireland face the same scale of challenge one more time and the
people of Longford face an iconic struggle to restore something
that everyone had loved in the heart of the town. Watching them
face up to the challenge has already been an uplifting experience.
Reporting on the next stage of the re-building work will be an
even greater pleasure. Hurry back St. Mel — your country needs
you!!!

FOOTNOTE: Sadly Josie (Gilleran) McKenna has passed away since the St. Mel's
(athedral fire. We remember her generosity of spirit too alongside the first an-
niversary of the Christmas Day fire at St. Mel’s. May She Rest In Peace.

After the fire:
THE DAMAGE

Courtesy of St. Mel’s Cathedral Exhibition,
Longford County Library

On a bitterly cold Christmas morning in 2009 the
unthinkable happened - St. Mel’s Cathedral was
devastated by fire. The blaze caused immense
damage to the Cathedral interior and the roof to
collapse. It also resulted in the loss of the majority of
the artefacts in the Diocesan Museum located at the
rear of the building.

The fire began at the rear of the Cathedral,
sometime in the early hours of the morning.

By the time the fire was detected at 5.11am on
Christmas morning, the blaze had entered the main
body of the Cathedral. This huge space with it’s vast
supply of fresh oxygen gave fuel to the fire and soon
it became a raging inferno. Flames could be seen
shooting 60 metres into the air and all the people
of the town could do was watch the fire engulf their
beautiful Cathedral.

Many Fire Brigade crews from Longford and the
surrounding counties valiantly fought to control the
blaze, but the sheer scale of the fire and difficulties
in maintaining a constant water supply, as a result
of the uncharacteristic cold snap which Longford
was suffering from at the time, meant that by 7am
it was clear that the interior of the proud building
was now lost. As a testament to the skill and quality
of craftsmanship that went into building St. Mel’s,
the exterior appeared to be largely unscathed, with
the exception of smoke damage to the rear walls and
campanile (bell-tower).

After much investigation by Garda and Insurance
forensic experts, the cause of the fire was deemed to
have been accidental and turned out to have a simple
explanation; given the exceptionally cold weather the
heating system was running for a longer period and
at a higher temperature than usual. This lead to the
old brick flue becoming super-heated and igniting
old flammable material in the flue once the heating
had been turned off. Embers escaped the flue into the
sacristy, where the fire originally took hold. It wasa
very unfortunate accident as the boiler and burner
were found to be in excellent condition and properly
maintained and serviced. Indeed, the fire never
affected the boiler room at all!

The fire caused extensive damage to the walls,
plasterwork, columns and marble decoration and
statues in the Cathedral, as well as to those stored
in the crypt below. Much of the timber objects, such
as the seats and confessionals as well as the organ
were destroyed. However, the damage was not
absolute and some surprising things did survive the
fire induding some brass items which have now been
thankfully restored.

Unfortunately the damage to the Museum was
very severe. Precious objects that were lost included
historic vestments, photographs, items brought
back by missionaries from far-flung lands and the

remarkable collection of Penal crosses. Thankfully,
200 items from the collection of 490 artefacts housed
there survived the fire to some extent. These items
tended to be metal objects, such as the silver altar-
ware, the Limoges Crozier and book shrine of St.
Caillinn, which are undergoing conservation by the
National Museum.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


