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The The 
Architects Architects 
and Builders and Builders 
The original architect to bring The original architect to bring 
Dr. O’Higgin’s vision to life Dr. O’Higgin’s vision to life 
was renowned Irish archi-was renowned Irish archi-
tect, Joseph Benjamin Keane tect, Joseph Benjamin Keane 
(d.1859) along with the princi-(d.1859) along with the princi-
pal contractor, John Mullins.  pal contractor, John Mullins.  
The 200 foot-high campanile, The 200 foot-high campanile, 
or bell-tower, was designed by or bell-tower, was designed by 
John Bourke, who completed John Bourke, who completed 
the works in 1863 to his own the works in 1863 to his own 
design, rather than that origi-design, rather than that origi-
nally designed by J.B. Keane. nally designed by J.B. Keane. 
 The architect who com- The architect who com-
pleted the exterior, from 1889 pleted the exterior, from 1889 
to 1893, was George Coppinger to 1893, was George Coppinger 
Ashlin, son-in-law of the great Ashlin, son-in-law of the great 
Victorian architect A.W.N Pugin.  Victorian architect A.W.N Pugin.  
It was Ashlin who designed It was Ashlin who designed 
the great portico with its six the great portico with its six 
magnifi cent Ionic columns and magnifi cent Ionic columns and 
pediment housing the scene pediment housing the scene 
of the ‘Consecration of St. Mel of the ‘Consecration of St. Mel 
as a bishop’.  Above the pedi-as a bishop’.  Above the pedi-
ment are three sculptures; the ment are three sculptures; the 
Sacred Heart (funded by dona-Sacred Heart (funded by dona-
tions from the children of the tions from the children of the 
Diocese), fl anked on either side Diocese), fl anked on either side 
by St. Mel and St. Ciarán, who by St. Mel and St. Ciarán, who 
founded the great monastery founded the great monastery 
at Clonmacnoise.  Interestingly, at Clonmacnoise.  Interestingly, 
Ashlin had hoped to erect the Ashlin had hoped to erect the 
portico using cast-iron to a portico using cast-iron to a 
new design, but eventually it new design, but eventually it 
was agreed to return to the was agreed to return to the 
original vision, as set out by Dr. original vision, as set out by Dr. 
O’Higgins.  The builder of the O’Higgins.  The builder of the 
portico was Meade & Co., with portico was Meade & Co., with 
the carvings on the pediment the carvings on the pediment 
sculpted by George Smyth of sculpted by George Smyth of 
Dublin.  The original commun-Dublin.  The original commun-
ion rail was by Edmund Sharpe ion rail was by Edmund Sharpe 
and brass communion gates and brass communion gates 
were by John McGloughlin. were by John McGloughlin. 
Kelly & Sons, Earl St., also car-Kelly & Sons, Earl St., also car-
ried out work on the Cathedral ried out work on the Cathedral 
during this time. during this time. 
 In the 20th century, further  In the 20th century, further 
changes took place in the Ca-changes took place in the Ca-
thedral, with Ralph Henry Byrne thedral, with Ralph Henry Byrne 
undertaking designs for the undertaking designs for the 
mortuary chapel in the 1930s. mortuary chapel in the 1930s. 
From 1975 to 1977 the Sanc-From 1975 to 1977 the Sanc-
tuary was reorganised in line tuary was reorganised in line 
with past-Vatican II liturgy.  The with past-Vatican II liturgy.  The 
architects for this were Wilfred architects for this were Wilfred 
Cantwell and Richard Hur-Cantwell and Richard Hur-
ley.  Ray Carroll designed the ley.  Ray Carroll designed the 
magnifi cent tapestry showing magnifi cent tapestry showing 
the Coming of Christ in Glory; the Coming of Christ in Glory; 
the tapestry was woven by the tapestry was woven by 
‘Killybegs Carpets’.  Ray Carroll ‘Killybegs Carpets’.  Ray Carroll 
also designed the backdrop of also designed the backdrop of 
the ‘Supper at Emmaus’which the ‘Supper at Emmaus’which 
stood over the Blessed Sacra-stood over the Blessed Sacra-
ment altar.  Imogen Stuart ment altar.  Imogen Stuart 
carved the new lectern and carved the new lectern and 
altar for the redesigned sanctu-altar for the redesigned sanctu-
ary.  The main contractor for ary.  The main contractor for 
this work was P.J. McLoughlin this work was P.J. McLoughlin 
with Frank Rennick, Hugh Brady with Frank Rennick, Hugh Brady 
and Noel McGeeney as subcon-and Noel McGeeney as subcon-
tractors.  The new pipe organ tractors.  The new pipe organ 
and choir gallery was erected and choir gallery was erected 
by Kenneth Jones of Bray in by Kenneth Jones of Bray in 
1983.  1983.  

Restored Restored 
religious religious 
objectsobjects

Selection of items Selection of items 

recovered after fi re recovered after fi re 

which were restored which were restored 

with great care by with great care by 

local craftsmenlocal craftsmen



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


