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Co Longford Social Services 40th Anniversary Celebrations

Remembering Padraic Gearty RIP

On 15th September 2011 Co. Longford 
Social Services celebrated its 40th 
Anniversary at its head quarters 
St Joseph’s Hospital. The hugely 
successful event began with Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Colm O’Reilly. 
This was followed by the unveiling of 
a memorial to the late Sr Calasanctius, 
our co founder.  Guest speaker Denis 

Doherty (former CEO, HSE) addressed 
the gathering and launched “Thoughts 
& Refl ections” compiled by Padraic 
Gearty. This booklet is all to do with 
Volunteers helping Volunteers.  Kieran 
Nugent, from Irish Red Cross, designed 
and launched our new Website  on the 
night. www.mealsonwheelslongford.ie 
 The organisation, founded in 1971 

by Sr Calasanctius and Dr Gerry 
McDonagh recognised the need for a 
Social Service within the county.  
 Padraic Gearty was nominated 
Chairman on its inception in 1971, 
a post he held for some 38 years. In 
2009 Padraic resigned his post but not 
before he had assigned Donie Murtagh, 
Chairman and Denis Hughes, Assistant 

Chairman.   Both men joked “It is now 
taking two of us to fi ll the post held by one 
man for the last 38 years”! Sadly, 2011 
has seen the passing of Sr Calasanctius 
and Padraic, two wonderful people who 
motivated and guided the entire force at 
Co. Longford Social Services.
 Today, 40 years later, the service 
has gone from strength to strength, 

delivering over 48,000 meals in 2010, 
Chiropody Services for over 65’s, 
visitation of the sick and elderly in their 
homes and the provision of transport to 
Day Care Services, Clubs etc.   
 Further details of our 
services can be viewed on www.
mealsonwheelslongford.ie or telephone 
043 3350114/3350138.

Many people contribute to community life and 
whether that commitment and involvement be 
great or small, they all enrich the community 
in which they live. Longford has been particu-
larly fortunate in that so many people, through 
various organisations, over many years, give so 
willingly of their time and talents to help make 
Longford the vibrant, friendly and forward-
thinking town that it is.
 The late Padraic Gearty epitomised this phi-
losophy, perhaps more than most, and his life-
long involvement in the sporting, charitable, 
political, legal and cultural life of the town is 
without parallel. His was a life of leadership by 
example, full of optimism and positive think-
ing, that helped to engender a similar vein of 
thinking in the many individuals and groups he 
encountered and helped throughout his life.

 He was a man with an innate sense of moral 
righteousness. He sought, as he always had, an 
understanding of the predicament or problem 
that confronted people and an analysis of how 
best to respond to it. On many occasions, of-
ten unseen and unheralded, his adopted stance, 
in sometimes diffi cult circumstances, showed 
outstanding courage, a reasoned and principled 
view of what was just and unjust.
 A very popular and affable man with a great 
sense of humour, he retained many life-long 
and lasting friendships with people from all 
walks of life. His involvment and untiring ef-
forts for the betterment of Longford was sur-
passed only by his loyalty to his immediate and 
extended family.
 Ar Dheis De go raibh a Anam.

Ni bheidh a leitheid ann aris - 
Sr Calasanctius
Sr Calasanctius born Susan Duffy in Dromard, 
committed her entire life to improving the lives of 
others, particularly the sick, the elderly and those 
who lived outside the margins of society.  Her 
kindness and empathy led her to challenge many 
of the accepted norms of the time.  These traits also 
drove her to transform or set up a number of or-
ganisations dedicated to the provision of services. 
Sr Calasanctius started her career of mercy back in 
1946 when she was appointed a permanent nurse 
in the County Home, became Matron in 1954 and 
when she retired in 1983 she continued her works 
of mercy working full-time with Longford Social 
Services.  
As a Mercy sister and a member of the parish 
community she played her part through Longford 
Social Services which she started some 40 years 

ago.  Under the auspices of the council, sub-divi-
sions were created and put in place, later to pros-
per independently.ie:- Meals on Wheels, Hospice 
Homecare, The Millennium Cemetery, Tuesday 
Club (89 Club), Ladies Family Club, Community 
Information Centre, Laundry Services, Guesthouse 
scheme of 1974, School Breakfasts Clubs 1977, 
Stroke club and House maintenance/Repairs.

 “Sr Calasanctius was an inspiration and a 
legend, by whom we all of us have been led 
and driven, who refused ever to take no for an 
answer, by whom we have been motivated and 
guided, who has illuminated and given purpose 
and meaning to our lives of which at least some 
of us did not ever think could be possible.” 
Padraic Gearty.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


