
           
 
 
 
 

 
 

7th Week of Easter – 25th May – 31st May 2020. 
 

Monday.   25th May.   St. Bede the Venerable, priest and doctor.                   
8.00am:      Leonard Abool  (A) 

10.00am:    Kathleen Clarke & deceased family members.  (A)  
   
Tuesday.  26th May.     St. Philip Neri, priest.                       
8.00am:      Special Intention. 

10.00am:    Christy Meade (1st A).. 
 

Wednesday.  27th May.  St. Augustine of Canterbury.      
8.00am:      Thomas O Reilly.               

10.00am:    George Wenman. 
 

Thursday 28th May.    
8.00am:      Kathleen Ward (Month’s Mind). 

10.00am:    Pearse & Mary Mc Inerney (A). 
 

Friday,   29th May.  St Paul VI, Pope.                     
8.00am:      No Intention.   

10.00am:    Denis Whelan (A). 
 

Saturday, 30th May.                  
8.00am:      No Intention. 

10.00am:    Charlie Reilly.  (A). 
 

Sunday, 31st May.    -   Pentecost Sunday.         
7.30pm. (Vigil)   Tom & Shane Redmond  (A). 

8.00am:     No Intention.  

10.00am:   Evelyn (1st) & Mel Stephenson & son Brendan & daughter Ann.                           

11.30am: Shared.  Christopher Brady (2nd A)  

       Louis Herterich (A). 

1.00pm:   Noel & Pauline Kelly. (A). 

 

PARISH FINANCES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC:  We are mindful that 

the current crisis is imposing financial burdens on every family and business in our 

parish. The current restrictions and suspension of Masses is impacting significantly 

on parish financial resources and ability to meet our responsibilities. We would like 

to thank most sincerely parishioners who dropped envelopes into the presbytery 

during the week. If you wish you can drop envelopes through the presbytery letterbox 

or for anyone who may prefer to offer financial support electronically, the following 

are our banking details: St Mels Cathedral Longford Account. BIC: IPBSIE2D; 

IBAN: IE48IPBS99073152096969 
 

TRÓCAIRE: As you know, donations made through the annual Trócaire Lenten 

Campaign, especially the Trócaire box, fund lifesaving programmes around the world. 

Due to the necessary restrictions related to COVID-19, thousands of Trócaire boxes 

are sitting in homes across Ireland. This is the worst possible time coming just as the 

world’s poorest people need us most. Millions of people who live without access to 

adequate water supplies, sanitation and healthcare are now faced with the threat of 

COVID-19. We have done – and continue to do – so much to protect each other. Now 

it is time to protect the worlds’ most vulnerable. 

The contents of each and every Trócaire box, no matter how small, come together to 

make a significant difference. This virus knows no borders, but neither does our 

compassion. This year, people can return their Lenten donation in several ways           

(1) Online www.trocaire.org (2) By post to any of our offices:Trócaire, Maynooth, 

Co. Kildare (3) By phone 1850 408 408. (4) By dropping your box to the Parish Office. 
 

CEMETERY SUNDAY: In the present climate of the Coronavirus we have had to 

cancel Cemetery Sunday in Ballymacormack for this year. Mass will be offered in St. 

Mels Cathedral on Sunday 28th June at 1pm for all who are buried in Ballymacormack 

Cemetery and all graves will be blessed privately by the priests of the Parish. 
 

CONFIRMATION: This should have been an eventful weekend for the young people 
of our Parish from the six schools as they receive their Confirmation, but unfortunately 

like the other Sacraments, it too has to be postponed. We know that all are extremely 

disappointed, but will endeavour to facilitate the reception of the Sacrament before 

the end of the summer. 
 

CEREMONY OF LIGHT: This ceremony for all those preparing for Confirmation 

will take place virtually on next Saturday evening 30th, the eve of Pentecost at 7pm. 

We are inviting all 6th Class pupils to join in this celebration in their own homes by 

linking on to www.longfordparish.com or Cablecom channel 84. Parents should have 

their Baptismal candle lit and during the ceremony hand it over to your son/daughter. 
 

HOLY HOUR: There will be a Holy Hour via webcam on next Saturday night the eve 

of Pentecost from 8.15pm-9.15pm. 
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  The Sacrament of Confirmation 
Just as bodies and minds grow, we believe 

that the soul also needs to grow and 

mature in the life of grace. The sacrament 

of Confirmation builds on the sacraments 

of Baptism, Penance, and Eucharist 

completing the process of initiation into 

the Catholic community. 

Confirmation, a sacrament of initiation, establishes young adults as fully-

fledged members of the faith. This sacrament is called Confirmation 

because the faith given in Baptism is now confirmed and made strong. 

During your Baptism, your parents and godparents make promises to 

renounce Satan and believe in God and the Church on your behalf. At 

Confirmation, you renew those same promises, this time speaking for 

yourself. 

During Confirmation, the focus is on the Holy Spirit who confirmed the 

apostles on Pentecost and gave them courage to practice their faith. We 

believe that the same Holy Spirit confirms us during the Sacrament of 

Confirmation and gives all of us the same gifts. 

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, right 

judgment, courage, knowledge, reverence and wonder and awe in God’s 

presence. These gifts are freely given so that the Holy Spirit will enable us 

to use them wisely.  The nine fruits of the Holy Spirit are love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control – 

fruits that will be activated by the Holy Spirit. 

The Confirmation ceremony may take place at Mass or outside of Mass 

and the bishop wears red vestments to symbolize the tongues of fire seen 

hovering over the heads of the apostles at Pentecost.  

Each person wishing to be confirmed comes forward with his/her sponsor, 

who may or may not be one of the godparents chosen for Baptism. 

When you’re confirmed, you get to choose a Confirmation name to add to 

the name(s) given at Baptism. Your new name must be a Christian name 

such as one of the canonised saints or a committed Christian that we 

admire and look-up to. 

At the Ceremony the candidate stands before the bishop. The sponsor lays 

one hand on your shoulder and speaks your confirmation name.  

The bishop anoints you by using the oil of Chrism (a consecrated oil) 

making the Sign of the Cross on your forehead and addressing you by your 

Confirmation name he says “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

You respond, “Amen.” The bishop then says, “Peace be with you.”  And 

you respond “And with your Spirit”. 

*** 

We are sad that we cannot celebrate with you at this time but we look 

forward to doing so when it safe to do so. In the meantime we will pray for 

each other and pray that God’s Spirit of Patience will help us as we wait.  

 

 
 

Gospel Reading for Ascension Sunday.                      Mt. 28:16-20 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 

arranges to meet them. When they saw him they fell down before him, 

though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All 

authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. God, therefore, make 

disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the 

commands I gave you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the 

end of time’. 

 


